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PART 6: MILITARY BEECH 18s IN AUSTRALIA 
 

 
 One of the Philippine Beech 18s at RAAF Amberley Qld in January 1942.            Australian War Memorial 
 
 

1. PHILIPPINES ARMY AIR CORPS/ PHILIPPINE AIRLINES: 
 
222 18S  NX19452 Beech Aircraft Inc, Wichita KS:  ff 29.1.39/40 
    (prototype 18S with P&W R-985s; company  
    demonstrator: South America tour 8.39) 
   NC19452 Olson Drilling Co, Tulsa OK:  del. 7.6.40 
   NPC-56 Juan Elizalde/ Elizalde & Co, Manila on behalf  
    Philippine Airlines, Manila 19.4.41 
     (shipped to Manila, arr. 19.4.41)   
    USAAC Far East Air Force, Manila: impressed 8.12.41/42 
   41-222 USAAC temporary serial 12.41 
    flown by PAL Captain Louis J.Connelly from  
    Bataan to Del Monte carrying 7 USAAC pilots 31.12.41 
    (operated between Philippines and Australia  
    12.41-1.42 carrying USAAC pilots to collect P-40s,  
    and escort them back as navigation ship, flown by  
    Captain Paul Pappy Gunn ex PAL) 
    (based Java, escorting P-40 groups from Brisbane  
    to Java)  
    shot down by Zero en route Sourabaya, Java  
    to Del Monte, Mindanao, crashed in  jungle    
    near Malaybalay, Lanao near Mindanao 27.1.42 
    (Cpt. Paul "Pappy" Gunn unhurt) 
 
 See Main listing under c/n 222 for further details    
 
223 18D   (rebuilt from c/n 220): ff Wichita 2.4.39 
    (to Philippines Army Air Corps as .....):  del. 15.4.39 
    (Jacobs L-6M, painted: fuse. olive drab,   
    wings & tailplane international orange)   
    (del. Wichita to Los Angeles CA 3.4.39 for    
    shipping to Manila, US Export CofA 15.4.39)   
    numerous bullet holes from straffing Japanese    
    aircraft while parked Zablan Airfield 10.12.41 
    destroyed on ground by Japanese air raid, 
    Darwin NT 19.2.42  
 



 
 

 
 

 See Main listing under c/n 223 for further details 
 
268 A18D  NPC-54 Andres Y. Soriano, Philippines: ff 12.8.39/41 
    (del. Wichita to Los Angeles CA 22.8.39 for  
    shipping to Manila) 
    Philippine Airlines, Manila 26.2.41/42 
    (operated PAL's inaugural service, Manila to   
    Baguio City 15.3.41: Capt. Paul I. Gunn)   
   “41-268” USAAC Far East Air Force, Manila: impressed 8.12.41  
    130 bullet holes from Japanese Zero attack 13.12.41 
    (left wing leading edge repaired at Manila using   
    roofing sheet metal) 
    flew from Philippines to Darwin carrying pilots to 
    collect P-40Es assembled in Australia 25.12.41 
    flew Orani airfield Bataan to Del Monte,  
    Mindanao 2.1.42 
    flew Del Monte-Tarakan-Java-Darwin 4.1.42 
    destroyed on ground by Japanese air raid,  
    Surabaya NEI 19.2.42  
 
 See Main listing under c/n 268 for further details    
 
432 B18S  NC21927 Beech Aircraft Co, Wichita KS  6.11.40 
    (to Philippines Army Air Corps as ........): sold 18.11.40 
   "41-432" USAAC:  taken over in Philippines 12.41 
    rep. destroyed on ground, Philippines 8-10.12.41 
    rep. military courier flights Philippines-Darwin 2.42 
    rep. destroyed on ground by Japanese air raid, 
    Darwin NT 19.2.42 
 
 See Main listing under c/n 432 for further details 
 
    
 Notes: 
 - Much conflicting information has been published about the fates of these Philippines Beech 18s due 
 to the minimal records of that chaotic period. The above version is believed to be closest to the facts.  
 - USAAC Air Transport Command was activated at Amberly RAAF Station, Queensland on 28.1.42. 
 - "Air Operations Office of Headquarters, USA Forces in Australia, Operations Order No.5, dated 
 2.2.42, assigned to new American unit 21 Troop Carrier Squadron: 3 B-18s, 3 B-24s, 1 C-39,  
 1 B-17C, 3 Beechcrafts and 5 C-53s." 
 
 References:  
 - Australia In the War of 1939-45: RAAF, D. Gillison, Australian War Memorial 1962 
 - Beech 18s at Darwin 1942: Man & Aerial Machines, quarterly, various issues:  
 - 21 TCS history, via A. Bovelt 
 -  History of the Directorate of Air Transport, Allied Air Force, South West Pacific Area:  typed   
     history by Major William H. Carleton, circa 1945, via A. Bovelt 
 -  Beech 18 A Civil & Military History Robert K. Parmerter, 2004 
 
    
 

2.   US NAVY IN PACIFIC THEATRE 
 
1051    JRB-2 Bu4724  USMC Major General A. A. Vandergridt 43 
    (Commanding General 1st Marine Division) 
    visited Essendon 6.7.43 
  
 USMC press photo: at Essendon 6.7.43: olive green finish with light grey undersurfaces: curtains 
 in windows, 2 stars on nose; 
 
-    JRB Bu.......  USMC staff transport, New Britain 44 
 
 In early 1944 the first Allied aircraft to land on New Britain when recaptured from Japanese was a
 Beech JRB staff transport for Major General William H. Rupertus USMC, commanding General of the 
 Marines force which had just invaded the island occupied by Japanese since 1.42.  The JRB was 



 
 

 
 

 flown by Captain Ted Petras USMC, landing was made on a previously untried and uncompleted dirt 
 airstrip; 
 
-    JRB-3 Bu.......  damaged at Gurney Field, Milne Bay PNG 2.10.44 
    (struck by RAAF 6 Sqn Beaufort A9-582 which    
    ran off runway landing due locked brake, struck   
    parked C-47A 43-30751/VHCHO and parked JRB-3) 
  
 USAAC Accident report: "A Beaufort piloted by F/Lt G. I. Forbes ground looped into a  Beechcraft 
 J.RB3 (sic) which was parked next to VHCHO and then hit VHCHO. F/Lt G. I. Forbes, 6th Squadron 
 RAAF Group 842 stationed at Vivigani said he landed and left brakes must have locked causing his 
 plane to veer to the left resulting in accident.  Pilot of the C-47A Ist Lt Kenneth M. Anderson stated   
 "I saw the Beaufort coming down taxiway from the cockpit and ordered crew and passengers to leave 
 plane. VHCHO was parked 46 yards from strip light in a parking area and parallel to the Beechcraft 
 plane. This parking area is directly across strip from the Tower." 
 
 
 
 References: 
 - The Eagle and the Turtle by Mal Holcomb, Wings magazine February 1980,: references to
 USMC Tech Sgt Theodore A. Petras flying Beech D17A (c/n 357) NC20778 on Antarctic flights 
 1941-42, this aircraft later to E. J. Connellan as VH-AFP  
 
 - USAAC Accident Aircraft Report: 2.10.44 C-47A 43-30751 of 22 Troop Carrier Squadron,  
    via John Hopton  
 
 - Beech 18 A Civil & Military History, Robert K. Parmerter, 2004: pp 119-120  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
3. US NAVAL ATTACHE SNBs BASED IN AUSTRALIA POSTWAR 

 
US Naval Attache Beech SNBs were based at Fishermans Bend, Melbourne 1947: each with star insignia on 
nose cone with titles on nose "American Embassy Naval Attache": 
 

  
 Unidentified SNB at Fishermans Bend airfield, Melbourne Vic circa 1948 
 



 
 

 
 

  
 Two US Naval Attache SNBs behind Lockheed 12 VH-ASG at Fishermans Bend c1948.             CAC 
 
 
7082 SNB-2C Bu29650  US Naval Attache to American Embassy,    
 SNB-3   Canberra ACT 9.47 
    (arrived Melbourne early 9.47 on board 
    USN tanker USS Platte)   
       
 10.9.47 Letter from US Naval Attache, Melbourne to Minister for Civil Aviation requesting approval to 
 operate in Australia with a SNB-3 BuNo29650. Letterhead: "Office of Naval Attache and Naval 
 Attache for Air for the American Legation Canberra".  The Minister A. S. Drakeford replied 29.9.47 
 granting approval and listing the civil Air Navigation Regulations that had to be complied with.  
 radio callsign in Australia was "Navy 29650"   
 photo c48 Parafield: all metallic, no serial visible, US star & bar, US flag on tail, titles:  
 "US Naval Attache American Embassy   Australia-New Zealand" 
 
4213    SNB-2 Bu39194   BOC USN at NAS Pensacola FL 13.1.43 
    (arr. Melbourne VIC 4.47 as deck cargo  on    
    aircraft carrier USS Shangri-la)    
    US Naval Air Attache, Melbourne VIC 4.47 
    ground collision while parked at Sydney-Mascot  
    NSW, struck by taxying New England Airways    
    Avro Anson VH-AKJ 30.5.47  
    struck-off US Navy charge 30.6.47 
    US Foreign Liquidation Commission 48 
    Theiss Brothers Construction (dam.) .48/49 
    (repaired by Qantas at Archfield QLD 48/49,   
    CofA issued 31.3.49)   
   VH-BJJ Theiss Brothers Construction, Brisbane QLD 31.3.49 
    (later to Connellan Airways as VH-CLG)   
    Queensland Air  Museum, Caloundra QLD .91/14 
 
3224 SNB-1 Bu39763  US Naval Attache, American Embassy 50/51 
    Australian Import Licence Application 22.2.50 
    Australian Import Licence issued by DCA 24.2.50 
    imported to Australia 2.50 
 
 Bu39763 noted Essendon VIC 9.51 titles "US Naval Attache American Embassy Australia"; 
 Bu39763 noted Parafield SA 4.52; 
 
4474 SNB-1 Bu39833  US Naval Attache, Australia-New Zealand 50s 
       
 Bu39833 photo: titles "NAVY" & "US Naval Attache American Embassy Australia-New Zealand"; 
 



 
 

 
 

  
 Bu39833 at Brisbane-Eagle Farm Airport Qld circa 1952.                            Photo by Henry W. Pryor 
 
  

   
  SNB-1 Bu39763 at Adelaide-Parafield SA in April 1952.           Civil Aviation Historical Society SA 

 
 
 
 References: 
 - DCA Import Licence/Import Permit Ledger: courtesy Melvyn Davis   
 - DCA File 8.101.1371 "Permission to Operate US Naval Aircraft: US Naval Attache":   
   National Archives of Australia Accession MP.115 Series  
 - VH-BJJ Aircraft Registration File: DCA: National Archives of Australia MP.115 
  
     
    
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

4.  USAAC/ USAAF/ USAF IN AUSTRALIA 
 
USAAC No.21 & No.22 Troop Carrier Squadrons were under the command of the 374th Troop Carrier Wing, 
operating between Brisbane and New Guinea. 
 
"36 UC-45Bs were shipped by sea from Los Angeles (Alhambra and Long Beach) for "Pacific Duty".  For some 
the destination was known: 14 to Karachi, India, one to a US China Mission, and four to Melbourne, Australia. 
The latter were noted as "modified" when leaving the US but the nature of the modification is not known. They 
were assembled in Australia by Commonwealth Aircraft Corp and then put into AAF service." 
-  Beech 18 A Civil and Military History, R. K. Parmerter 2004 
 
 
 
5891  UC-45B 43-35505  Received at CAC, Fishermans Bend VIC 2.3.44 
     allotted CAC Job No.2: unpacked  8.3.44 
    completed 14.3.44 
     repacked and delivered 16.3.44 
 
5892 UC-45B 43-35506  Received at CAC, Fishermans Bend VIC 2.3.44 
    allotted CAC Job No.3: unpacked  10.3.44 
    completed 17.3.44 
    repacked  3.4.44 
    delivered  4.4.44 
 
5894 UC-45B 43-35508  Received at CAC, Fishermans Bend VIC 2.3.44 
    allotted CAC Job No.4: unpacked  14.3.44 
    completed 23.3.44 
    repacked  3.4.44 
    delivered  4.4.44 
 
5895 UC-45B 43-35509  Received at CAC, Fishermans Bend VIC 3.3.44 
    allotted CAC Job No.1: unpacked  3.3.44 
    completed 8.3.44 
    repacked & delivered 19.4.44 
 
5944 UC-45B 43-35530  USAAF Far East Air Force: assigned as at 12.45 
 C-45B   (conv. to F-2B at Clark AFB Philippines .48)   
 F-2B   type re-designation to RC-45B 7.48 
 RC-45B  JA5036 reg 11.56 
    crashed Tokyo-Chofu 16.4.58 
 
 UC-45B 43-35532  USAAF Far East Air Force: assigned as at 12.45 
 
 UC-45B 43-35543  USAAF Far East Air Force: assigned as at 12.45 
 
 UC-45B 43-35592  US 8th Army, Far East:  assigned as at 12.45 
 
6318 UC-45B 43-35717  photo at Townsville Qld, metallic scheme .44 
 
 photo Garbutt Air Base, Townsville early 44: all metallic, "335717", used to transport 4th Air Depot 
 personnel between jobs in Australia; 
 
 UC-45F 43-35945  USAAF 308 Bomb Wing 44 
    damaged landing crosswind, New Guinea 22.12.44  
 
8372 UC-45F 44-87113  USAAF Wespac: assigned as at 12.45 
 
8398 UC-45F 44-87139  US 6th Army, Far East: assigned as at 12.45 
 
8432 UC-45F 44-87173  USAAF Far East Air Force: assigned as at 12.45 
 
8466 UC-45F 44-87207  USAAF Far East Air Force: assigned as at 12.45 
 
 C-45 "41-1375"  21 Troop Carrier Squadron, Brisbane 42 
 



 
 

 
 

 41-1375 not a USAAC C-45 serial;   
 
 C-45 "41-1376"  21 Troop Carrier Squadron, Brisbane 42 
 
 41-1376 not a USAAC C-45 serial;   
 
 C-45 "41-1414"  21 Troop Carrier Squadron, Brisbane 42 
 
 41-1414 not a USAAC C-45 serial;   
 
-   C-45 "41-1442"  21 Troop Carrier Squadron, Brisbane 42 
    22 Troop Carrier Squadron: transferred .42 
     
 41-1442 not a USAAC Beech 18 serial;   
 
-   - "41264"  5th AF: assembled Brisbane QLD 2.6.42 
 
 41-264 not a USAAC Beech 18 serial; 264 was not a Beech 18 c/n; 
 
-   - "41684"  5th AF: photo in Pacific  5.44 
 
 41-684 not a USAAC Beech 18 serial; 684 not a Beech 18 c/n; 
 
-   C-45 -  photo in New Guinea, code "X3A" on nose   
 
 41-684 not a USAAC Beech 18 serial; 684 not a Beech 18 c/n; 
 
-   C-45 "331"  reported at Alice Springs NT  18.7.45 
 
   
  
 Notes: 
 - the following are recorded as new AT-7Cs in Australia, probably assembled by CAC: 
 
 6025 AT-7C   
 6017 AT-7C 
 6019 AT-7C  (to NC390) 
 6023 AT-7C  (to NC391) 
 
 - photograph of a C-45 at Wau circa Feb/March 1943, parked alongside a Stinson L-5 Sentinel 
 Connecticut Yankee and a C-47 with damaged wing; 
 
 
 
 References:      
 - CAC Assembly/Modifications/Repairs Log from 5.4.42 to 26.7.44: photocopy of original handwritten 
  document, via John Hopton 
 - 5th AF aircraft listing compiled by Michael Claringbold (1999) via John Hopton 
 - 374th TCG aircraft list (21TCS & 22TCS), via Alan Bovelt 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

5.  ROYAL NAVY FLEET AIR ARM, BASED AUSTRALIA 1944-46  
 
The following RNFAA Beech Expediter C.IIs were all built as C-45Fs for USAAF but transferred new to Britain. 
They were shipped to Australia, probably direct from the Beech factory, to support the British forces build-up 
In Australia in preparation for the planned British advance on Japan.  This campaign was overtaken by the fast-
moving US advance under General Douglas MacArthur. 
 
 
2.2.45 Memo from Department of Aircraft Production to DCA: Qantas Empire Airways at Archerfield will erect 3 
Royal Navy Beech Expediters "in one of the Naval igloo hangars". 
 
RNFAA 723 Squadron was part of the Pacific Fleet's Mobile Operating Naval Air Bases concept in WWII 
whereby bare or unoccupied airfields could be rapidly manned and equipped for use by naval aircraft temporarily 
disembarked for training or maintenance. 723 Squadron formed in Britain on 21 November 1944 and embarked 
for Australia the following month, arriving on 28 February 1945. The Squadron was stationed in Australia, mainly 
operating from HMS Nabbington, Nowra NSW, for the duration of its existence before disbanding on 31 May 
1946. 
 
RNFAA 724 Squadron based at Mascot equipped with Beech Expediter C.IIs and two Avro Ansons when the 
squadron commenced scheduled courier services:  
From 5.45 Sydney-Melbourne 5 days a week, Sydney-Archerfield 3 days a week 
From 1.1.46 the service was extended to Maryborough Qld 
From 8.1.46 Sydney-Melbourne daily 
From 18.1.46 Sydney-Jervis Bay-Nowra twice daily, 6 days a week  
31.3.46 the squadron moved to Schofields NSW. This RAAF airfield, west of Sydney, was transferred to Royal 
Navy on 18.2.45 as HMS Nabthorpe) where it was disbanded on 31.5.46. 
 
   
7681   Expediter 44-47304  (to RNFAA as HD763): shipped US to Australia .44 
 C Mk.II   BOC Bankstown NSW 27.9.44
    RNAS Fearn, UK 45 
    RNAS Balado Bridge, Scotland: on dump 52 
 
7685  Expediter 44-47307  (to RNFAA as HD764): shipped US to Australia .44  
 C Mk.II  "VJAAD" 724 Sqn Bankstown, by 9.45 

  shipped to RNFAA Britain 
  returned to USAAF Europe 
  (to French AF/Armee de l’Air as 44-47307) 
 F-BECQ reg. 
  (to French AF/Armee de l’Air as 44-47307) .52 

 
7692  Expediter 44-47313  (to RNFAA as HD766): shipped US to Australia .44  
 C Mk.II   returned to USAAF 
    Maxwell AAF AL: stripped for parts: completed 27.6.47 
 
7805   Expediter 44-47404  (to RNFAA as HD768): shipped US to Australia .44 
 C Mk.II  "VJAAC" 724 Sqn Bankstown, by 9.45 
 
7923  Expediter 44-47515  (to RNFAA as HD776): shipped US to Australia .44 
 C Mk.II  "VJAAB" 724 Sqn Bankstown, by 9.45 
 
8109  Expediter 44-47701 “VJAAM” (to RNFAA as KP100): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II    724 Sqn Bankstown, callsign VJ-AAM, by 9.45 

  shipped to RNFAA Britain 
returned to USAAF Europe 
Oberpfaffenhofen AFB, West Germany .48 

  Italian Air Force as MM……. 25.1.49 
 
 In 1949 the Italian Air Force/AMI was issued with 125 C-45s from hundreds of C-45s in open storage 
 at Oberpfaffenhofen pending disposal; they were reconditioned on an AMI production line in Italy. 
 
8110  Expediter 44-47702  (to RNFAA as KP101): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   shipped to RNFAA Britain 

returned to USAAF Europe 
Oberpfaffenhofen AFB, West Germany .48 

  Italian Air Force as MM……. 25.1.49 



 
 

 
 

 
8111  Expediter 44-47703  (to RNFAA as KP102): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   no further info 
 
8202   Expediter 44-86493  (to RNFAA as KP104): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   no further info 
 
8203 Expediter 44-86944  (to RNFAA as KP105): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   no further info 
 
8246   Expediter 44-86987  (to RNFAA as KP106): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   shipped to RNFAA Britain 

returned to USAAF Europe 
Oberpfaffenhofen AFB, West Germany .48 

  Italian Air Force as MM61640 4.49 
 
8247  Expediter 44-86988  (to RNFAA as KP107): BOC Roosevelt Field NY 3.45  
 C Mk.II   shipped from New York to Australia for RNFAA .45 
   "VJAAM" 724 Sqn Bankstown, by 9.45 
    based Mascot & Nowra 1.46 
    shipped to RNFAA Britain  
    781 Sqn, RNFAA Lee-on-Solent  12.48 
    (codes “851-LP”, later “808-DO”) 
    struck-off RNFAA charge 22.11.50 
 
8334 Expediter 44-87075  (to RNFAA as KP109): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   no further info 
 
8336  Expediter 44-87077  (to RNFAA as KP111): BOC Roosevelt Field NY 12.4.45 
 C Mk.II   shipped from New York to Australia for RNFAA .45 
   "VJAAN" 724 Sqn Bankstown, by 9.45 
    visited CMU Tamworth NSW ex Bankstown 8.1.46 
    visited CMU Tamworth NSW 18.1.46 
    724 Sqn, Schofields 1.46-4.46 
    shipped to RNFAA Britain .46  
    781 Sqn, Lee-on-Solent 10.46 
    (codes “852-LP”, later “851”) 
 
 VJ-AAN confirmed as Expeditor C.II KP111 by logbook of R.E.Geale, MBE, Lt Cdr RAN (Retired) 
 
8409  Expediter 44-87150  (to RNFAA as KP113): del. to Roosevelt Field NY 5.45  
 C Mk.II   shipped from New York to Australia for RNFAA 5.45 
   "VJAAO" 724 Sqn Bankstown, by 9.45 
    tailwheel struck obstruction, collapsed,  
    Bankstown; pilot Sqn Ldr S. C. Dowdens 11.1.46 
    781 Sqn, Expediter Ferry Detachment, 
    Lee-on-Solent UK: testflight 2.5.46 
    (to Swiss AF as B-6, later HB-GAI: see c/n 8409) 
 
8410  Expediter 44-87151  (to RNFAA as KP114): shipped US to Australia .45 
 C Mk.II   "VJAAP" noted at Sydney-Mascot NSW 12.45  
    visited CMU Tamworth NSW ex Mascot 19.12.45
    724 Squadron, Bankstown NSW 46 
    dumped at sea from RN carrier off NSW coast  
   
 RAAF Care & Maintenance Unit, Tamworth Operations Record Book 19.12.45 quotes Expediter visit 
 as "KR144": which was not an Expediter serial:  almost certainly KP114; 
 photo on aircraft carrier, outer wings removed with Seafires, to be dumped in sea off NSW; 
 
8491 Expediter 44-87232  (to RNFAA as KP115): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   flew Camden-Temora-Camden 2.8.45 
    shipped to RNFAA Britain 
    (code “811-HF”) 
 
 



 
 

 
 

8492  Expediter 44-87233  (to RNFAA as KP116): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   shipped to RNFAA Britain 
    (code “807-DO”, later 801-DO”) 
    Struck-off RNFAA charge 17.3.54 
 
8493 Expediter 44-87234  (to RNFAA as KP117): shipped US to Australia .45  
 C Mk.II   no further info 
 
-   Expediter  “VJAAJ” (RNFAA as ...., radio callsign "VJAAJ")  
 C Mk.II   visited CMU Tamworth NSW ex Mascot 8.1.46 
    visited CMU Tamworth NSW 18.1.46 
 
-   Expediter  “VJAAK” (RNFAA as ...., radio callsign "VJAAK")  
 C Mk.II   photo Mascot NSW with other RN Expediters c46 
 
 
 Notes: 
 Another 724 Squadron Expeditor radio callsign while operating in Australia was VJ-AAA 
 
 RAAF CMU Temora Operations Record Book quotes Expediter “KP192” arriving Temora from 
 Camden 30.7.45, returning to Camden same day: KP192 was a Liberator serial 
 
  
 DCA Staff Circular No.854 September 1945:  
 "Callsigns Royal Naval Aircraft: 
 It is advised for the general information of Aeradio staff that the following call signs have been 
 allocated to certain Beechcraft Expeditor (sic) aircraft operating in Australia under the command  
 of 724 Squadron of the Royal Navy: 
 VJAAB    Beechcraft  HD776 
 VJAAC  HA768  (sic) 
 VJAAD  HD764 
 VJAAM  KP100 
 VJAAN  KP111 
 VJAAO  KP113 
 
 
 
 References:   
 - CMU Tamworth Operations Record Book: Dept of Defence Historical: extracted by Mel Davis 
 - Fleet Air Arm Aircraft 1939-45, R. C. Sturtivant & M. Burrow, Air Britain 1995 
 - DCA Staff Circular 9.45: courtesy Phil Vabre, Civil Aviation Historical Society 
 - The British Air Commission and Lend-Lease, K.J. Meekcoms, Air Britain 2000 
 - Individual aircraft notes from Shaun Ryan, via Al Bovelt 
 
 



 
 

 
 

          

 
Royal Aero Club of NSW aircraft at Sydney Airport, Mascot 1946 with six RNFAA Expediters behind, all have radio callsigns 
painted on their sides, VJ-AAK being readable.                                                                                 Ben Dannecker collection 
 



 
 

 
 

 
November 1945 magazine picture of Expediter HD776 parked at the Mascot Control Tower building 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
A Royal Navy aircraft carrier load of Seafires, Fireflies, a Harvard and Beech Expediters including VJ-AAP, sailing from Sydney 
to be dumped into the Pacific Ocean off the NSW coast as war surplus.                                                     Alan Bovelt collection 
 
 
 
 
     
 


