
Operational Movements Records – QEA Indian Ocean Catalinas

The following tables show the flights of each of the five BOAC Catalinas leased to Qantas Empire 
Airways for the Indian Ocean service 1943-1945. These tables, compiled by airline historian Mr Paul 
Sheehan, are based on original BOAC wartime historical records. Addition information from Qantas 
aircrew logbooks has been included. These detailed summaries have not previously been published, 
and the author is indebted to Paul Sheehan for generously making them available for this book.

Operational Movements Record for Consolidated Model 28 PBY-5B Catalina 1B
G-AGFL ‘VEGA STAR’

Service
Number

Departed Date Arrived Date Notes

02 Nov 42 Entered service with B.O.A.C.
5W134 Hythe 03 Nov 42 Foynes 03 Nov 42 Delayed at Foynes due rough 

seas and congestion at Lisbon
5W134 Foynes 08 Nov 42 Lisbon 08 Nov 42
5W134 Lisbon 08 Nov 42 Lisbon 08 Nov 42 Departed and returned due to 

security – U.S. landings in 
N.W.Africa taking place

5W134 Lisbon 10 Nov 42 Bathurst 10 Nov 42
5W134 Bathurst 12 Nov 42 Freetown 12 Nov 42
5W134 Freetown 13 Nov 42 Lagos 13 Nov 42
6W134 Lagos 16 Nov 42 Bathurst 16 Nov 42 Via Freetown
6W134 Bathurst 18 Nov 42 Lisbon 19 Nov 42
6W134 Lisbon 21 Nov 42 Foynes 21 Nov 42
6W134 Foynes 22 Nov 42 Poole 22 Nov 42
POS FLT Poole 22 Nov 42 Hythe 22 Nov 42 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 28 Nov 42 Poole 28 Nov 42 Delayed at Hythe awaiting spare 

parts
5W139 Poole 29 Nov 42 Lagos 02 Dec 42 Same route as SW134
6W139 Lagos 07 Dec 42 Poole 12 Dec 42 Same route as 6W134. Delayed 

ex Lagos awaiting connecting 
flight. Weather delay 2 days at 
Lisbon en route.

POS FLT Poole 14 Dec 42 Hythe 14 Dec 42 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 19 Dec 42 Poole 19 Dec 42
5W147 Poole 19 Dec 42 Lagos 25 Dec 42 Delayed 2 days at Foynes en 

route due bad weather
6W147 Lagos 28 Dec 42 Poole 02 Jan 43
POS FLT Poole 02 Jan 43 Hythe 02 Jan 43 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 07 Jan 43 Poole 07 Jan 43
5W154 Poole 08 Jan 43 Poole 08 Jan 43 Departed and returned due Auto 

Pilot trouble. Delayed at Poole 3 
days due bad weather

5W154 Poole 12 Jan 43 Foynes 12 Jan 43 Delayed 2 days at Foynes by bad 
weather

5W154 Foynes 14 Jan 43 Lagos 17 Jan 43
6W154 Lagos 20 Jan 43 Bathurst 20 Jan 43 Delayed 1 day at Bathurst due 

bad weather
6W154 Bathurst 22 Jan 43 Lisbon 23 Jan 43 Delayed 2 days at Lisbon 

awaiting Condenser being 
delivered by KLM

6W154 Lisbon 26 Jan 43 Poole 26 Jan 43
POS FLT Poole 26 Jan 43 Hythe 26 Jan 43 Maintenance at Hythe
TEST FLT Hythe 02 Feb 43 Hythe 02 Feb 43 Engine vibrations repaired after 

test flight
POS FLT Hythe 04 Feb 43 Poole 04 Feb 43
5W163 Poole 04 Feb 43 Lagos 04 Feb 43 Engine trouble at Lagos
6W163 Lagos 13 Feb 43 Lisbon 15 Feb 43 Weather delay at Lisbon and 

awaiting instructions from UK
5W165 Lisbon 19 Feb 43 Lagos 21 Feb 43
6W165 Lagos 23 Feb 43 Poole 26 Feb 43
POS FLT Poole 27 Feb 43 Hythe 27 Feb 43 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 03 Mar 43 Poole 03 Mar 43
5W173 Poole 04 Mar 43 Lagos 08 Mar 43
6W173 Lagos 12 Mar 43 Lisbon 14 Mar 43 Oil leak at Lisbon. Delayed 1 day 

by bad weather at Lisbon
6W173 Lisbon 16 Mar 43 Poole 17 Mar 43
POS FLT Poole 17 Mar 43 Hythe 17 Mar 43 Commenced major modifications 

for transfer to Ceylon
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POS FLT Hythe 14 Apr 43 Poole 14 Apr 43 Delayed 2 days at Poole due 
weather

DE186 Poole 17 Apr 43 Foynes 17 Apr 43 Start of delivery flight to Ceylon
DE186 Foynes 17 Apr 43 Gibraltar 18 Apr 43
DE186 Gibraltar 18 Apr 43 Cairo 19 Apr 43
DE186 Cairo 22 Apr 43 Karachi 23 Apr 43
DE186 Karachi 24 Apr 43 Cochin 24 Apr 43
DE186 Cochin 25 Apr 43 Trincomalee 25 Apr 43
DE186 Trincomalee 25 Apr 43 Koggala 25 Apr 43
During this period G-AGFL and G-AGFM made 7 round trips between Lake Koggala and Perth as proving flights prior 
to the commencement of QEA commercial services. Dates unknown
1Q2 Koggala 21 Jul 43 Perth 22 Jul 43
2Q2 Perth 28 Jul 43 Koggala 29 Jul 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther
1Q4 Koggala 02 Aug 43 Perth 03 Aug 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther
2Q4 Perth 12 Aug 43 Koggala 13 Aug 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther
1Q6 Koggala 17 Aug 43 Perth 18 Aug 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther
2Q6 Perth 25 Aug 43 Koggala 26 Aug 43 Cpt L.R.Ambrose
1Q8 Koggala 30 Aug 43 Perth 31 Aug 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther, 

F/O Solly, 31hr 45 mins longest 
flight time

POS FLT Perth Sep 1943 Sydney Mods and CofA renewal by QEA 
at Rose Bay

TEST Rose Bay 24 Sep 43 Rose Bay 24 Sep 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 32 mins
TEST Rose Bay 28 Sept 43 Rose Bay 28 Sep 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 1 hr 10 min
POS Rose Bay 30 Sep 43 Perth 1 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 17 hr 51 min
2Q12 Perth 06 Oct 43 Koggala 07 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 26 hr 4 min
TEST Koggala 13 Oct 43 Koggala 13 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 4 test flights 

13 Oct and 14 Oct
- Koggala 15 Oct 43 Perth 16 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 28 hr 43 min
1Q16 Koggala 25 Oct 43 Perth 26 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 28 hr 8 min
1Q17 Koggala 01 Nov 43 Perth 02 Nov 43
TEST Koggala 7 Nov 43 Koggala 7 Nov 43 Cpt J.L.Grey, 52 min
2Q18 Perth 13 Nov 43 Kogalla 14 Nov 43
2Q18 Koggala 14 Nov 43 Karachi 15 Nov 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp
1Q20 Karachi 17 Nov 43 Koggala 18 Nov 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp
1Q20 Koggala 18 Nov 43 Perth 19 Nov 43 Cpt J.L.Gray, 27 hr 3 min
2Q25 Perth 16 Dec 43 Koggala 17 Dec 43
2Q25 Koggala 17 Dec 43 Karachi 17 Dec 43
1Q27 Karachi 19 Dec 43 Koggala 19 Dec 43
1Q27 Koggala 20 Dec 43 Perth 21 Dec 43
2Q28 Perth 29 Dec 43 Koggala 30 Dec 43
2Q28 Koggala 30 Dec 43 Karachi 31 Dec 43 Cpt J.L.Grey, 14 hr 34 min
1Q30 Karachi 02 Jan 44 Koggala 03 Jan 44 Cpt J.L.Grey, 12 hr 34 min
1Q31 Koggala 09 Jan 44 Perth 10 Jan 44 Cpt J.L.Grey, 26 hr 29 min
2Q31 Perth 13 Jan 44 Koggala 14 Jan 34
2Q31 Koggala 14 Jan 44 Karachi 15 Jan 44
1Q33 Karachi 16 Jan 44 Koggala 17 Jan 44
1Q35 Koggala 27 Jan 44 Perth 28 Jan 44
2Q36 Perth 06 Feb 44 Koggala 07 Feb 44
1Q37 Koggala 07 Feb 44 Perth 08 Feb 44 Cpt W.H.Cowther
2Q38 Perth 14 Feb 44 Cocos Islands  14 Feb 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp, to collect a British 

naval officer. Bombed by Jap 
aircraft while on Cocos lagoon

2Q38 Cocos Islands 14 Feb 44 Koggala 15 Feb 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp
2Q38 Koggala 16 Feb 44 Karachi 17Feb 44
1Q40 Karachi 18 Feb 44 Koggala 19 Feb 44
1Q41 Koggala 24 Feb 44 Perth 25 Feb 44
2Q41 Perth 29 Feb 44 Koggala 01 Mar 44
2Q41 Koggala 02 Mar 44 Karachi 03 Mar 44
1Q43 Karachi 04 Mar 44 Koggala 05 Mar 44
1Q43 Koggala 05 Mar 44 Perth 06 Mar 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 26 hr 55 min
2Q57 Perth 12 May 44 Koggala 13 May 44
2Q57 Koggala 14 May 44 Karachi 15 May 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 13 hr 27 min
1Q59 Karachi 16 May 44 Koggala 17 May 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 12 hr 7 min
1Q59 Koggala 17 May 44 Geraldton 18 May 44 Diverted to Geraldton on 1 

engine
Captain D.F.MacMaster

POS FLT Geraldton 20 May 44 Perth 20 May 44 Ferry Captain MacMaster
2Q59 Perth 24 May 44 Koggala 25 May 44
2Q59 Koggala 27 May 44 Karachi 27 May 44
1Q61 Karachi 29 May 44 Koggala 30 May 44
1Q61 Koggala 30 May 44 Perth 31 May 44
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2Q64 Perth 14 Jun 44 Koggala 15 Jun 44
2Q64 Koggala 15 Jun 44 Karachi 16 Jun 44
1Q66 Karachi 17 Jun 44 Koggala 18 Jun 44
1Q66 Koggala 18 Jun 44 Perth 19 Jun 44 Cpt O.F.Y.Thomas, 25 hr 37 min
2Q68 Perth 3 Jul 44 Koggala 4 Jul 44 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 26 hr 00 min

Missing records July 1944
2Q75 Perth 07 Aug 44 Koggala 08 Aug 44
2Q75 Koggala 08 Aug 44 Karachi 09 Aug 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp, 14 hr 38 min
1Q77 Karachi 10 Aug 44 Koggala 11 Aug 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp, 12 hr 51 min
1Q77 Koggala 11 Aug 44 Perth 12 Aug 44
2Q79 Perth 25 Aug 44 Koggala 26 Aug 44 Cpt H.T.Howse, 25 hr 41 min
2Q79 Koggala 26 Aug 44 Karachi 27 Aug 44
1Q81 Karachi 28 Aug 44 Koggala 29 Aug 44
1Q81 Koggala 29 Aug 44 Perth 30 Aug 44
2Q83 Perth 11 Sep 44 Koggala 12 Sep 44
2Q83 Koggala 12 Sep 44 Karachi 13 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 13 hr 23 min
1Q85 Karachi 14 Sep 44 Karachi 14 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 59 min. Returned 

due starboard engine fault 
1Q85 Karachi 15 Sep 44 Koggala 16 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 11 hr 50 min
1Q85 Koggala 17 Sep 44 Perth 18 Sep 44
1Q86 Koggala 20 Sep 44 Perth 21 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 25 hr 54 min

Perth Sep 44 to 
Dec 44

CofA expired 26 Sep 44,
Renewal inspection at Nedlands,
CofA renewed 7 Dec 44

2Q101 Perth 08 Dec 44 Koggala 09 Dec 44
2Q101 Koggala 09 Dec 44 Karachi 10 Dec 44
1Q103 Karachi 11 Dec 44 Koggala 12 Dec 44
1Q103 Koggala 13 Dec 44 Perth 14 Dec 44
2Q103 Perth 21 Dec 44 Koggala 22 Dec 44
2Q103 Koggala 23 Dec 44 Karachi 24 Dec 44
1Q105 Karachi 25 Dec 44 Koggala 26 Dec 44
1Q105 Koggala 27 Dec 44 Perth 28 Dec 44
2Q106 Perth 11 Jan 45 Koggala 12 Jan 45
1Q108 Koggala 15 Jan 45 Perth 16 Jan 45
Special 
Flight

Perth 24 Jan 45 Kogalla 25 Jan 45

Special 
Flight

Koggala 27 Jan 45 Perth 28 Jan 45 To clear backlog from Koggala

Special 
Flight

Perth 31 Jan 45 Forced landing Swan River Perth 
Water immediately after takeoff 
due engine failure. 
Relief flight to replace G-AGID 
forced landing West Downs no 
damage, to be replaced by 
G-AGIE on 1 Feb 45.

2Q112 Perth 22 Feb 45 Perth 22 Feb 45 Departed Perth and returned due 
to bad weather

2Q112 Perth 23 Feb 45 Koggala 24 Feb 45
2Q112 Koggala 27 Feb 45 Karachi 28 Feb 45
1Q114 Karachi 01 Mar 45 Koggala 02 Mar 45
1Q115 Koggala 05 Mar 45 Perth 06 Mar 45
2Q114 Perth 09 Mar 45 Koggala 10 Mar 45
Special 
Flight

Koggala 15 Mar 45 Perth 16 Mar 45 Cpt H.H.Ross, F/O Gay

2Q115 Perth 17 Mar 45 Koggala 18 Mar 45
2Q115 Koggala 19 Mar 45 Karachi 20 Mar 45
1Q117 Karachi 21 Mar 45 Koggala 22 Mar 45 Mechanical trouble at Koggala.

Delayed 5 days
1Q117 Koggala 27 Mar 45 Perth 28 Mar 45
2Q117 Perth 30 Mar 45 Koggala 31 Mar 45
1Q119 Koggala 03 Apr 45 Perth 04 Apr 45 Cpt J.L.Grey, F/O Elliott
2Q119 Perth 12 Apr 45 Koggala 13 Apr 45
2Q119 Koggala 14 Apr 45 Karachi 15 Apr 45
1Q121 Karachi 16 Apr 45 Koggala 17 Apr 45
2Q120 Koggala 22 Apr 45 Karachi 23 Apr 45
1Q123 Karachi 30 Apr 45 Koggala 01 May 45
1Q124 Koggala 09 May 45 Perth 10 May 45 Cpt P.J.R.Shields, 

F/O Pierce
2Q124 Perth 18 May 45 Koggala 19 May 45
2Q124 Koggala 20 May 45 Karachi 21 May 45
1Q126 Karachi 22 May 45 Koggala 22 May 45
1Q126 Koggala 23 May 45 Perth 25 May 45
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2Q125 Perth 29 May 45 Koggala 30 May 45
2Q125 Koggala 31 Mar 45 Karachi 01 Jun 45
1Q127 Karachi 01 Jun 45 Koggala 02 Jun 45
1Q128 Koggala 08 Jun 45 Perth 09 Jun 45 Cpt J.F.Griffith, F/O Neal
2Q128 Perth 15 Jun 45 Koggala 16 Jun 45
1Q129 Koggala 18 Jun 45 Perth 19 Jun 45 Cpt J.W.Solly, F/O Couchman
2Q129 Perth 27 Jun 45 Koggala 28 Jun 45 Cpt J.F.Griffith, 25 hr 25 min
2Q129 Koggala 29 Jun 45 Karachi 30 Jun 45
1Q131 Karachi 01 Jul 45 Karachi 01 Jul 45 Departed Karachi and returned 

due to bad weather
1Q131 Karachi 02 Jul 45 Koggala 02 Jul 45
1Q132 Koggala 08 Jul 45 Perth 09 Jul 45 Cpt. J.F.Grifith, F/O Couchman

Retired at Nedlands, Perth
TEST FLT Perth 13 Feb 46 Perth 13 Feb 46
POS FLT Perth 14 Feb 46 Beyond 

Rottnest 
Island

14 Feb 46 Scuttled in Indian Ocean

Operational Movements Record for Consolidated Model 28 PBY-5B Catalina 1B
G-AGFM ‘Altair Star’

Service
Number

Departed Date Arrived Date Notes

03 Nov 42 Entered service with B.O.A.C.
5W135 Hythe 03 Nov 42 Foynes 03 Nov 42 Delayed at Foynes due rough 

seas and congestion at Lisbon
5W135 Foynes 08 Nov 42 Lisbon 08 Nov 42
5W135 Lisbon 08 Nov 42 Lisbon 08 Nov 42 Departed and returned due to 

security. – U.S. landings in N.W. 
Africa taking place

5W135 Lisbon 10 Nov 42 Bathurst 10 Nov 42
5W135 Bathurst 12 Nov 42 Freetown 12 Nov 42
5W135 Freetown 13 Nov 42 Lagos 13 Nov 42
6W135 Lagos 16 Nov 42 Freetown 16 Nov 42
6W135 Freetown 17 Nov 42 Bathurst 17 Nov 42
6W135 Bathurst 18 Nov 42 Lisbon 19 Nov 42
6W135 Lisbon 21 Nov 42 Foynes 21 Nov 42
6W135 Foynes 22 Nov 42 Poole 22 Nov 42
POS FLT Poole 22 Nov 42 Hythe 22 Nov 42 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 25 Nov 42 Poole 25 Nov 42
5W138 Poole 26 Nov 42 Lagos 29 Nov 42 Same route as 5W135. Crew 

sickness at Lagos
6W138 Lagos 03 Dec 42 Bathurst 03 Dec 42 Via Freetown
6W138 Bathurst 05 Dec 42 Bathurst 05 Dec 42 Departed and returned due 

cyclone conditions
6W138 Bathurst 06 Dec 42 Lisbon 07 Dec 42
6W138 Lisbon 08 Dec 42 Poole 08 Dec 42 Via Foynes
POS FLT Poole 09 Dec 42 Hythe 09 Dec 42 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 15 Dec 42 Poole 15 Dec 42
5W144 Poole 15 Dec 42 Poole 15 Dec 42 Departed and returned due high 

engine temperature. Delayed at 
Poole 2 days due bad weather

5W144 Poole 18 Dec 42 Lagos 20 Dec 42
6W144 Lagos 22 Dec 42 Poole 24 Dec 42
POS FLT Poole 24 Dec 42 Hythe 24 Dec 42 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 29 Dec 42 Poole 29 Dec 42
5W149 Poole 29 Dec 42 Lagos 01 Jan 43
6W149 Lagos 04 Jan 43 Poole 08 Jan 43 Delayed 1 day at Foynes en 

route due bad weather
POS FLT Poole 08 Jan 43 Hythe 08 Jan 43 Maintenance at Hythge
POS FLT Hythe 16 Jan 43 Poole 16 Jan 43 Delayed 5 days at Foynes due 

bad weather
5W155 Poole 16 Jan 43 Foynes 16 Jan 43
5W155 Foynes 22 Jan 43 Foynes 22 Jan 43 Departed and returned due Auto 

Pilot problem
5W155 Foynes 26 Jan 43 Lisbon 26 Jan 43 Slight damage on alighting
5W155 Lisbon 27 Jan 42 Lagos 29 Jan 42 Held at Lagos to operate shuttles 

in lieu of Boeing 314 ‘Bristol’
SHUTTLE Lagos 02 Feb 43 Bathurst 02 Feb 43
SHUTTLE Bathurst 04 Feb 43 Lagos 05 Feb 43
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SHUTTLE Lagos 08 Feb 43 Bathurst 08 Feb 43
SHUTTLE Bathurst 09 Feb 43 Lagos 10 Feb 43
6W155 Lagos 13 Feb 43 Lisbon 15 Feb 43 Delayed 4 days at Lisbon due 

bad weather
6W155 Lisbon 19 Feb 43 Poole 20 Feb 43
POS FLT Poole 20 Feb 43 Hythe 20 Feb 43 Maintenance at Hythe
POS FLT Hythe 27 Feb 43 Poole 27 Feb 43
5W169 Poole 27 Feb 43 Lisbon 27 Feb 43 Delayed at Lisbon due weather
5W169 Lisbon 04 Mar 43 Lagos 06 Mar 43
6W169 Lagos 09 Mar 43 Bathurst 09 Mar 43 Delayed 3 days at Bathurst due 

bad weather
6W169 Bathurst 13 Mar 43 Poole 15 Mar 43
POS FLT Poole 15 Mar 43 Hythe 15 Mar 43 Commenced major modifications 

for transfer to Ceylon
POS FLT Hythe 10 Apr 43 Poole 10 Apr 43
DE185 Poole 11 Apr 43 Gibraltar 12 Apr 43 Start of delivery flight to Ceylon
DE185 Gibraltar 14 Apr 43 Cairo 15 Apr 43
DE185 Cairo 17 Apr 43 Bahrain 17 Apr 43
DE185 Bahrain 18 Apr 43 Karachi 18 Apr 43
DE185 Karachi 20 Apr 43 Cochin 20 Apr 43
DE185 Cochin 21 Apr 43 Trincomalee 21 Apr 43
DE185 Trincomalee 21 Apr 43 Koggala 21 Apr 43
During this period G-AGFL and G-AGFM made 7 round trips between Lake Koggala and Perth as proving flights prior 
to the commencement of QEA commercial services. Dates unknown.
- Koggala 24 Jun 43 Perth 25 Jun 43 Last of 7 RAF survey flights.

RAF Sqn Ldr Rumbold
- Perth 26 Jun 43 Perth 27 Jun 43 Qantas crew training Nedlands, 

several flights
POS FLT Perth 29 Jun 43 Koggala 30 Jun 43 Inaugural QEA air mail service, 

Cpt R.B.Tapp, F/O Senior,
R/O Mumford, E/O Frank Furniss
carrying Rumbold’s crew,
28 hr 10 min

1Q1 Koggala 7 July 43 Koggala First scheduled QEA flight,
Cpt R.B.Tapp, returned after 3 
hours due navigation problem,
7hr 14 mins flying time

1Q1 Koggala 10 Jul 43 Perth 11 Jul 43 First scheduled QEA flight,
Cpt R.B.Tapp. 28hr 9 min 

2Q1 Perth 22 Jul 43 Koggala 23 Jul 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp, 28 hr 56 min
1Q3 Koggala 29 Jul 43 Perth 30 Jul 43
2Q3 Perth 05 Aug 43 Koggala 06 Aug 43
1Q5 Koggala 11 Aug 43 Perth 12 Aug 43
2Q5 Perth 19 Aug 43 Koggala 20 Aug 43
1Q7 Koggala 24 Aug 43 Perth 25 Aug 43
2Q7 Perth 01 Sep 43 Koggala 02 Sep 43
1Q9 Koggala 06 Sep 43 Perth 07 Sep 43
2Q9 Perth 16 Sep 43 Koggala 17 Sep 43
1Q11 Koggala 21 Sep 43 Perth 22 Sep 42
POS FLT Perth 24 Sep 43 Sydney 25 Sep 43 CofA renewal inspection at Rose 

Bay, overland flight 15 hr 21 mins 
POS FLT Sydney 19 Oct 43 Perth 20 Oct 43 Testflight Rose Bay by R.B.Tapp 

then ferry to Perth
2Q14 Perth 21 Oct 43 Koggala 22 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster,  26 hr 3 min

EXTRA Koggala 02 Nov 43 Perth 02 Nov 43
2Q16 Perth 03 Nov 43 Koggala 04 Nov 43 Cpt J.L.Grey, 28 hr 13 min
2Q16 Koggala 04 Nov 43 Karachi 05 Nov 43 First service to Karachi

Cpt W.H.Crowther
1Q18 Karachi 06 Nov 43 Koggala 07 Nov 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther
1Q18 Koggala 08 Nov 43 Perth 09 Nov 43 1 day late due bad weather
2Q20 Perth 23 Nov 43 Koggala 24 Nov 43
2Q20 Koggala 24 Nov 43 Karachi 25 Nov 43
1Q22 Karachi 26 Nov 43 Koggala 27 Nov 43
1Q23 Koggala 01 Dec 43 Perth 02 Dec 43
2Q23 Perth 06 Dec 43 Koggala 07 Dec 43
2Q23 Koggala 07 Dec 43 Karachi O7 Dec 43
1Q25 Karachi 09 Dec 43 Koggala 10 Dec 43
1Q25 Koggala 10 Dec 43 Perth 11 Dec 43
EXTRA Perth 13 Dec 43 Koggala 13 Dec 43
1Q26 Koggala 15 Dec 43 Perth 16 Dec 43
2Q26 Perth 20 Dec 43 Koggala 21 Dec 43
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EXTRA Koggala 23 Dec 43 Perth 24 Dec 43 Cpt W.H.Crowther
TEST Perth 23 Dec 43 Perth 23 Dec 43 Cpt J.L.Gray, 2 test flights
2Q27 Perth 25 Dec 43 Koggala 26 Dec 43 Cpt J.L.Grey, 25 hr 51min
2Q27 Koggala 26 Dec 43 Karachi 27 Dec 43
1Q29 Karachi 28 Dec 43 Koggala 29 Dec 43
1Q30 Koggala 03 Jan 44 Perth 04 Jan 44
2Q30 Perth 08 Jan 44 Koggala 09 Jan 44
2Q30 Koggala 09 Jan 44 Karachi 10 Jan 44
1Q32 Karachi 11 Jan 44 Koggala 12 Jan 44
1Q33 Koggala 17 Jan 44 Perth 18 Jan 44
2Q34 Perth 27 Jan 44 Koggala 28 Jan 44
2Q34 Koggala 28 Jan 44 Karachi 29 Jan 44 Cpt W.H.Crowther
1Q36 Karachi 01 Feb 44 Koggala 02 Feb 44 Cpt W.H.Crowther
1Q39 Koggala 15 Feb 44 Perth 16 Feb 44
2Q43 Perth 10 Mar 44 Koggala 11 Mar 44
2Q43 Koggala 11 Mar 44 Karachi 12 Mar 44
1Q45 Karachi 12 Mar 44 Koggala 13 Mar 44
1Q45 Koggala 14 Mar 44 Perth 14 Mar 44
2Q45 Perth 19 Mar 44 Koggala 20 Mar 44
2Q45 Koggala 20 Mar 44 Karachi 21 Mar 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp
1Q47 Karachi 22 Mar 44 Koggala 23 Mar 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp
1Q47 Koggala 23 Mar 44 Perth 24 Mar 44
2Q48 Perth 01 Apr 44 Koggala 02 Apr 44
2Q48 Koggala 02 Apr 44 Karachi 03 Apr 44 Cpt H.T.Howse, 13 hr 24 min
1Q50 Karachi 04 Apr 44 Koggala 05 Apr 44 Cpt H.T.Howse, 12 hr 12 min
1Q50 Koggala 05 Apr 44 Perth 06 Apr 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 27 hr 22 min
1Q51 Koggala 09 Apr 44 Perth 10 Apr 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp, 26 hr 00 min
2Q51 Koggala 16 Apr 44 Karachi 17 Apr 44
1Q53 Karachi 18 Apr 44 Koggala 19 Apr 44
1Q53 Koggala 19 Apr 44 Perth 20 Apr 44 Cpt.J.L.Gray, 28 hr 10 min
2Q54 Koggala 30 Apr 44 Karachi 01 May 44
1Q56 Karachi 02 May 44 Koggala 03 May 44
1Q56 Koggala 03 May 44 Perth 04 May 44
2Q58 Perth 18 May 44 Koggala 19 May 44
2Q58 Koggala 19 May 44 Karachi 20 May 44
1Q60 Karachi 21 May 44 Koggala 22 May 44
1Q60 Koggala 22 May 44 Perth 23 May 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 25 hr 30 min
2Q63 Perth 10 Jun 44 Koggala 11 Jun 44
2Q63 Koggala 11 Jun 44 Karachi 12 Jun 44
1Q65 Karachi 13 Jun 44 Koggala 14 Jun 44
1Q65 Koggala 14 Jun 44 Perth 15 Jun 44
2Q69 Koggala 10 Jul 44 Karachi 11 Jul 44 Cpt D.F.Macmaster, 14 hr 15 min
- Karachi 14 Jul 44 Koggala 15 Jul 44 Cpt D.F.Macmaster, 12 hr 33 min
1Q72 Koggala 17 Jul 44 Perth 18 Jul 44 Cpt D.F.Macmaster, 25 hr 23 min

Missing records July 1944
2Q78 Perth 20 Aug 44 Koggala 21 Aug 44
2Q78 Koggala 21 Aug 44 Karachi 22 Aug 44
1Q80 Karachi 23 Aug 44 Koggala 24 Aug 44
1Q80 Koggala 24 Aug 44 Perth 25 Aug 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 22 hr 52 min
2Q81 Perth 02 Sep 44 Koggala 03 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 24 hr 13 min
2Q81 Koggala 03 Sep 44 Karachi 04 Sep 44
1Q83 Karachi 05 Sep 44 Koggala 06 Sep 44
1Q83 Koggala 06 Sep 44 Perth 07 Sep 44
2Q85 Perth 20 Sep 44 Koggala 21 Sep 44
2Q85 Koggala 21 Sep 44 Karachi 22 Sep 44
1Q87 Karachi 23 Sep 44 Koggala 24 Sep 44
2Q86 Koggala 26 Sep 44 Karachi 27 Sep 44
1Q88 Karachi 29 Sep 44 Koggala 30 Sep 44
1Q88 Koggala 30 Sep 44 Perth 01 Oct 44
2Q88 Perth 04 Oct 44 Koggala 05 Oct 44
2Q89 Koggala 10 Oct 44 Karachi 11 Oct 44
1Q91 Karachi 12 Oct 44 Koggala 13 Oct 44
1Q91 Koggala 14 Oct 44 Perth 15 Oct 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 26 hr 27 min
2Q91 Perth 18 Oct 44 Koggala 19 Oct 44
2Q91 Koggala 19 Oct 44 Karachi 20 Oct 44
1Q93 Karachi 21 Oct 44 Koggala 22 Oct 44
1Q94 Koggala 27 Oct 44 Perth 28 Oct 44
2Q94 Perth 02 Nov 44 Koggala 03 Nov 44
1Q96 Koggala 06 Nov 44 Perth 07 Nov 44
2Q96 Perth 11 Nov 44 Koggala 12 Nov 44
2Q96 Koggala 13 Nov 44 Karachi 14 Nov 44
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1Q98 Karachi 15 Nov 44 Koggala 16 Nov 44
1Q99 Koggala 25 Nov 44 Perth 26 Nov 44
2Q100 Perth 30 Nov 44 Koggala 01 Dec 44
2Q100 Koggala 01 Dec 44 Karachi 02 Dec 44
1Q102 Karachi 03 Dec 44 Koggala 04 Dec 44
1Q102 Koggala 06 Dec 44 Perth 07 Dec 44

Perth Dec 44-Mar 
45

CofA expired 11 Dec 44,
renewal overhaul Rose Bay.
CofA renewed 21 Mar 1945

2Q116 Perth 23 Mar 45 Koggala 24 Mar 45
2Q116 Koggala 24 Mar 45 Karachi 25 Mar 45
1Q118 Karachi 27 Mar 45 Koggala 28 Mar 45
1Q118 Koggala 01 Apr 45 Perth 02 Apr 45 Cpt P.J.R.Shields. F/O Furniss
2Q118 Perth 05 Apr 45 Koggala 06 Apr 45
1Q120 Koggala 11 Apr 45 Perth 12 Apr 45
2Q120 Perth 19 Apr 45 Koggala 20 Apr 45
1Q122 Koggala 26 Apr 45 Perth 27 Apr 45 Cpt J.F.Griffith, F/O E.H.Neal
2Q122 Perth 03 May 45 Koggala 04 May 45
2Q122 Koggala 05 May 25 Karachi 05 May 25
1Q124 Karachi 07 May 45 Koggala 07 May 45
2Q123 Koggala 14 May 45 Koggala 14 May 45 Departed and returned due bad 

weather
2Q123 Koggala 14 May 45 Karachi 15 May 45
1Q125 Karachi 16 May 45 Koggala 16 May 45
1Q127 Koggala 03 Jun 45 Perth 04 Jun 45 Cpt J.L.Grey, F/O I.C.Pierce
2Q131 Perth 05 Jul 45 Koggala 06 Jul 45
2Q131 Koggala 10 Jul 45 Karachi 11 Jul 45
1Q133 Karachi 12 Jul 45 Koggala 13 Jul 45
1Q134 Koggala 17 Jul 45 Perth 18 Jul 45 Cpt P.J.R.Shields. F/O E.H.Neil
Special 
Flight

Perth 20 Jul 45 Koggala 21 Jul 45

Special 
Flight

Koggala 23 Jul 45 Perth 24 Jul 45 Cpt J.F.Griffith, F/O J.G.Elliot
Retired at Nedlands, Perth

TEST FLT Perth 24 Feb 46 Perth 24 Feb 46
POS FLT Perth 27 Feb 46 Beyond 

Rottnest 
Island

27 Feb 46 Scuttled in Indian Ocean

Operational Movements Record for Consolidated Model 28-5 PBY-5 Catalina IVA
G-AGID ‘Rigel Star’

Service 
Number

Departed Date Arrived Date Notes

01 Aug 43 At Hythe awaiting instructions 
for delivery to Ceylon

14 Aug 43 Entered service with B.O.A.C.
POS FLT Hythe 14 Aug 43 Poole 14 Aug 43 Start of delivery flight to Ceylon
DE232 Poole 15 Aug 43 Foynes 15 Aug 43
DE232 Foynes 15 Aug 43 Lisbon 16 Aug 43
DE232 Lisbon 17 Aug 43 Gibraltar 17 Aug 43
DE232 Gibraltar 17 Aug 43 Malta 17 Aug 43
DE232 Malta 17 Aug 43 Cairo 18 Aug 43
DE232 Cairo 22 Aug 43 Bahrain 22 Aug 43
DE232 Bahrain 23 Aug 43 Karachi 23 Aug 43
DE232 Karachi 25 Aug 43 Madras 25 Aug 43
DE232 Madras 26 Aug 43 Koggala 26 Aug 43 Handover from BOAC to QEA
DE232 Koggala 29 Aug 43 Cocos Is. 30 Aug 43 Cpt L.R.Ambrose, to drop off 

two MET observers
DE232 Cocos Is. 30 Aug 43 Perth 31 Aug 43 Cpt L.R.Ambrose
2Q8 Perth 08 Sep 43 Koggala 09 Sep 43 Cpt O.F.Y.Thomas, 

first QEA service 
1Q10 Koggala 13 Sep 43 Perth 14 Sep 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp
2Q10 Perth 22 Sep 43 Koggala 23 Sep 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp
TEST Koggala 10 Oct 43 Koggala 10 Oct 43 Cpt D.F.MacMaster, 1 hr 10 

mins
1Q14 Koggala 15 Oct 43 Perth 16 Oct 43
POS Perth - Rose Bay For mods
POS Rose Bay 24 Nov 43 Perth 25 Nov 43 Cpt.H.B.Hussey, 16 hr 43 mins
2Q21 Perth 27 Nov 43 Koggala 28 Nov 43 Cpt J.L.Gray, 27 hr 3 min
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2Q21 Koggala 28 Nov 43 Karachi 29 Nov 43
1Q23 Karachi 30 Nov 43 Koggala 30 Nov 43
1Q24 Koggala 05 Dec 43 Perth 06 Dec 43
2Q24 Perth 11 Dec 43 Koggala 12 Dec 43
2Q24 Koggala 12 Dec 43 Karachi 13 Dec 43
1Q26 Karachi 14 Dec 43 Koggala 14 Dec 43
1Q28 Koggala 24 Dec 43 Perth 25 Dec 43
2Q29 Perth 03 Jan 44 Perth 03 Jan 44 Departed, returned due weather
2Q29 Perth 05 Jan 44 Koggala 06 Jan 44
2Q29 Koggala 06 Jan 44 Karachi 07 Jan 44
1Q31 Karachi 08 Jan 44 Koggala 09 Jan 44
1Q32 Koggala 12 Jan 44 Perth 13 Jan 44
2Q33 Perth 22 Jan 44 Koggala 23 Jan 44 Cpt W.H.Crowther
2Q33 Koggala 23 Jan 44 Karachi 24 Jan 44 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 14 hr 5 min
1Q35 Karachi 26 Jan 44 Koggala 27 Jan 44 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 12 hr 54 min
1Q36 Koggala 02 Feb 44 Perth 03 Feb 44 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 25 hr 8 min
2Q37 Perth 10 Feb 44 Koggala 11 Feb 44 Cpt.O.F.Y.Thomas
2Q37 Koggala 11 Feb 44 Karachi 12 Feb 44
1Q39 Karachi 13 Feb 44 Koggala 14 Feb 44
1Q40 Koggala 19 Feb 44 Koggala 19 Feb 44 Departed and returned due 

mechanical problem
1Q40 Koggala 20 Feb 44 Perth 21 Feb 44
2Q40 Perth 24 Feb 44 Koggala 25 Feb 44
EXTRA Koggala 01 Mar 44 Perth 02 Mar 44
2Q47 Perth 28 Mar 44 Koggala 29 Mar 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp, 26 hr 11 min
2Q47 Koggala 29 Mar 44 Karachi 30 Mar 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 13 hr 53 min
1Q49 Karachi 31 Mar 44 Koggala 01 Apr 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 12 hr 11 min
1Q49 Koggala 01 Apr 44 Perth 02 Apr 44
2Q50 Perth 10 Apr 44 Koggala 11 Apr 44
2Q50 Koggala 11 Apr 44 Karachi 12 Apr 44
1Q52 Karachi 13 Apr 44 Koggala 14 Apr 44
1Q52 Koggala 14 Apr 44 Perth 15 Apr 44
2Q53 Perth 24 Apr 44 Koggala 25 Apr 44 Cpt L.R.Ambrose, 24 hr 46 min
2Q53 Koggala 25 Apr 44 Karachi 26 Apr 44
1Q55 Karachi 27 Apr 44 Koggala 28 Apr 44
1Q55 Koggala 28 Apr 44 Perth 29 Apr 44
2Q55 Perth 05 May 44 Koggala 06 May 44
2Q55 Koggala 06 May 44 Karachi 07 May 44
1Q57 Karachi 08 May 44 Koggala 09 May 44
1Q57 Koggala 09 May 44 Perth 10 May 44
2Q60 Perth 27 May 44 Koggala 28 May 44
2Q60 Koggala 28 May 44 Karachi 29 May 44
1Q62 Karachi 30 May 44 Koggala 31 May 44
1Q62 Koggala 31 May 44 Perth 01 Jun 44
2Q65 Perth 19 Jun 44 Koggala 20 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 26 hr 29 min
2Q65 Koggala 20 Jun 44 Karachi 21 Jun 44
1Q67 Karachi 22 Jun 44 Koggala 23 Jun 44
1Q67 Koggala 23 Jun 44 Perth 24 Jun 44

Missing records July 1944
2Q74 Perth 31 Jul 44 Koggala 01 Aug 44 Cpt J.A.R.Furze, 24 hr 38 min,

pax Dame Edith Summerskill
2Q74 Koggala 01 Aug 44 Karachi 02 Aug 44
1Q76 Karachi 03 Aug 44 Koggala 04 Aug 44
1Q76 Koggala 04 Aug 44 Perth 05 Aug 44

Perth Aug 44 to 
Sep 44

CofA expired 01 Sep 44
Renewal inspection Nedlands, 
CofA renewed 26 Sep 44

TEST Perth 29 Sep 44 Perth 29 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 1 hr 53 mins
CofA renewal test flight

2Q87 Perth 30 Sep 44 Perth 30 Sep 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 4 hr 52 mins
Returned due petrol leak stbd 
engine

2Q87 Perth 01 Oct 44 Koggala 02 Oct 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 23 hr 51 mins
2Q87 Koggala 02 Oct 44 Karachi 03 Oct 44
1Q89 Karachi 04 Oct 44 Koggala 04 Oct 44
1Q90 Koggala 08 Oct 44 Perth 09 Oct 44
2Q90 Perth 14 Oct 44 Koggala 15 Oct 44
2Q92 Koggala 24 Oct 44 Karachi 25 Oct 44
1Q94 Karachi 26 Oct 44 Koggala 27 Oct 44
2Q95 Koggala 08 Nov 44 Karachi 09 Nov 44
1Q97 Karachi 10 Nov 44 Koggala 11 Nov 44
1Q98 Koggala 16 Nov 44 Perth 17 Nov 44
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2Q98 Perth 21 Nov 44 Koggala 22 Nov 44
2Q98 Koggala 23 Nov 44 Karachi 24 Nov 44
1Q100 Karachi 25 Nov 44 Koggala 26 Nov 44
1Q100 Koggala 26 Nov 44 Koggala 26 Nov 44 Departed and returned with 

mechanical problems. Engine 
changed

EXTRA Koggala 22 Dec 44 Perth 23 Dec 44
2Q104 Perth 30 Dec 44 Koggala 31 Dec 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 25 hr 7 min
2Q104 Koggala 31 Dec 44 Karachi 01 Jan 45
1Q106 Karachi 02 Jan 45 Koggala 03 Jan 45
1Q106 Koggala 04 Jan 45 Perth 05 Jan 45 Cpt J.L.Gray, 26 hr 24 min
2Q107 Perth 19 Jan 45 Perth 19 Jan 45 Departed and returned due oil 

leak
2Q107 Perth 20 Jan 45 Koggala 21 Jan 45 Mechanical problem at Koggala
2Q107 Koggala 22 Jan 45 Karachi 23 Jan 45
1Q109 Karachi 23 Jan 45 Koggala 24 Jan 45
SPECIAL Koggala 27 Jan 45 Perth 28 Jan 45 Cpt H.H. Ross, to clear mail 

backlog due u/s Lib at 
Ratmalana

SPECIAL Perth-
Koggala,
diverted to 
Cocos

29 Jan 45 Cocos 29 Jan 45 Captain O.F.Y.Thomas, forced 
landing due failed engine.
Parts flown in by G-AGIE on 2 
Feb

POS Cocos 03 Feb 45 Perth 3 Feb 45 Captain R.J.Ritchie
2Q110 Perth 09 Feb 45 Koggala 10 Feb 45
2Q110 Koggala 11 Feb 45 Karachi 12 Feb 45
1Q112 Karachi 13 Feb 45 Koggala 14 Feb 45
1Q112 Koggala 15 Feb 45 Perth 16 Feb 45 To Sydney for maintenance
2Q126 Perth 02 Jun 45 Koggala 03 Jun 45 After return from Sydney
2Q126 Koggala 04 Jun 45 Karachi 05 Jun 45
1Q128 Karachi 06 Jun 45 Koggala 06 Jun 45
2Q128 Kogggala 17 Jun 45 Karachi 17 Jun 45
1Q130 Karachi 19 Jun 45 Koggala 19 Jun 45
1Q130 Koggala 21 Jun 45 Perth 22 Jun 45 Cpt J.P.R.Shields, F/O J.G.Elliot
2Q130 Perth 30 Jun 45 Koggala 01 Jul 45
1Q131 Koggala 03 Jul 45 Perth 04 Jul 45 Cpt H.H.Ross, F/O I.C.Pierce
2Q132 Perth 12 Jul 45 Koggala 13 Jul 45
2Q132 Koggala 14 Jul 45 Karachi 15 Jul 45
1Q134 Karachi 16 Jul 45 Koggala 17 Jul 45
1Q135 Koggala 23 Jul 45 Perth 24 Jul 45 Cpt H.H.Ross, F/O I.C.Pierce 

Final QEA scheduled Cat 
service
Retired at Nedlands, Perth

TEST FT Perth 29 Jan 46 Perth 29 Jan 46 Nedlands test flight
POS FLT Perth 30 Jan 46 Beyond 

Rottnest 
Island

30 Jan 46 Scuttled in Indian Ocean

Operational Movements Record for Consolidated Model 28-5 PBY-5 Catalina IVA
G-AGIE ‘Antares Star’

Service 
Number

Departed Date Arrived Date Notes

01 Aug 43 At Hythe awaiting instructions for 
delivery to Ceylon

POS FLT Hythe 17 Aug 43 Poole 17 Aug 43 Start of delivery flight to Ceylon
DE233 Poole 18 Aug 43 Foynes 18 Aug 43
DE233 Foynes 19 Aug 43 Lisbon 19 Aug 43 Low oil pressure
DE233 Lisbon 22 Aug 43 Poole 22 Aug 43 Returned for repairs
POS FLT Poole 22 Aug 43 Hythe 22 Aug 43 Repairs carried out
POS FLT Hythe 23 Aug 43 Poole 23 Aug 43
DE233 Poole 24 Aug 43 Foynes 24 Aug 43 Auto pilot problem and elevator 

control problem. Repaired at 
Foynes

DE233 Foynes 03 Sep 43 Lisbon 04 Sep 43
DE233 Lisbon 05 Sep 43 Gibraltar 05 Sep 43
DE233 Gibraltar 05 Sep 43 Cairo 06 Sep 43
DE233 Cairo 09 Sep 43 Basra 09 Sep 43
DE233 Basra 10 Sep 43 Karachi 10 Sep 43
DE233 Karachi 12 Sep 43 Madras 12 Sep 43
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DE233 Madras 13 Sep 43 Koggala 13 Sep 43
1Q12 Koggala 27 Sep 43 Perth 28 Sep 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp, first QEA service
2Q11 Perth 30 Sep 43 Koggala 01 Oct 43
1Q13 Koggala 05 Oct 43 Perth 06 Oct 43
2Q13 Perth 13 Oct 43 Koggala 14 Oct 43
1Q15 Koggala 18 Oct 43 Perth 19 Oct 43
POS FLT Perth 20 Oct 43 Sydney 21 Oct 43 To QEA Rose Bay for mods
POS FLT Sydney - Perth
2Q17 Perth 08 Nov 43 Perth 08 Nov 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp, F/O Senior, 

returned, dumped fuel near 
Rottnest Island

2Q17 Perth 09 Nov 43 Koggala 10 Nov 43 1 day late 
2Q17 Koggala 10 Nov 43 Karachi 11 Nov 43 Cpt J.L.Grey, 14 hr 16 min
1Q19 Karachi 12 Nov 43 Koggala 13 Nov 43 Cpt J.L.Grey, 14 hr 26 min
1Q19 Koggala 16 Nov 43 Perth 17 Nov 43 1 day late due bad weather
2Q19 Perth 20 Nov 43 Koggala 21 Nov 43
2Q19 Koggala 21 Nov 43 Karachi 22 Nov 43
1Q21 Karachi 22 Nov 43 Koggala 23 Nov 43
1Q21 Koggala 23 Nov 43 Koggala 23 Nov 43 Returned due fault
1Q22 Koggala 27 Nov 43 Perth 28 Nov 43
2Q22 Perth 01 Dec 43 Koggala 02 Dec 43 Cpt R.B.Tapp
2Q22 Koggala 02 Dec 43 Karachi 03 Dec 43 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 12 hr 52 min

night alighting
1Q24 Karachi 04 Dec 43 Koggala 05 Dec 43 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 12 hr 52 min
1Q25 Koggala 10 Dec 43 Perth 11 Dec 43 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 26 hr 51 min
2Q26 Koggala 21 Dec 43 Karachi 21 Dec 43
1Q28 Karachi 23 Dec 43 Koggala 24 Dec 43
1Q29 Koggala 29 Dec 43 Perth 30 Dec 43
2Q32 Perth 17 Jan 44 Koggala 18 Jan 44 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 26 hr 50 min 
2Q32 Koggala 18 Jan 44 Karachi 19 Jan 44
1Q34 Karachi 20 Jan 44 Koggala 20 Jan 44
1Q34 Koggala 21 Jan 44 Perth 22 Jan 44
2Q35 Perth 01 Feb 44 Perth 01 Feb 44 Cpt R.J.Richie, returned due 

engine trouble, 17 hrs 33 mins
2Q35 Perth 05 Feb 44 Koggala 06 Feb 44 Cpt R.J.Richie, same crew
2Q36 Koggala 07 Feb 44 Karachi 08 Feb 44
1Q38 Karachi 10 Feb 44 Koggala 11 Feb 44
1Q38 Koggala 11 Feb 44 Perth 12 Feb 44
2Q39 Perth 20 Feb 44 Koggala 21 Feb 44 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 25hr 44 min
2Q39 Koggala 21 Feb 44 Karachi 22 Feb 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp
1Q41 Karachi 23 Feb 44 Koggala 24 Feb 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp
1Q42 Koggala 27 Feb 44 Perth 28 Feb 44
2Q42 Perth 04 Mar 44 Koggala 05 Mar 44
2Q42 Koggala 05 Mar 44 Karachi 06 Mar 44 Engine trouble at Karachi
1Q44 Karachi 09 Mar 44 Koggala 10 Mar 44
1Q44 Koggala 10 Mar 44 Perth 11 Mar 44
2Q44 Perth 15 Mar 44 Koggala 16 Mar 44 Cpt. R.B.Tapp
2Q44 Koggala 16 Mar 44 Karachi 17 Mar 44
1Q46 Karachi 17 Mar 44 Koggala 18 Mar 44
1Q46 Koggala 18 Mar 44 Perth 19 Mar 44
2Q46 Perth 22 Mar 44 Koggala 23 Mar 44 Cpt. J.L.Gray, 25hr 29 min
2Q46 Koggala 23 Mar 44 Karachi 24 Mar 44 Radio Officer sick at Karachi
1Q48 Karachi 26 Mar 44 Koggala 27 Mar 44
1Q48 Koggala 27 Mar 44 Perth 28 Mar 44 Cpt R.B.Tapp
2Q49 Perth 05 Apr 44 Koggala 06 Apr 44
2Q49 Koggala 06 Apr 44 Karachi 07 Apr 44
1Q51 Karachi 08 Apr 44 Koggala 09 Apr 44
1Q51 Koggala 09 Apr 44 Perth 10 Apr 44 Cpt.R.B.Tapp, 26 hrs
2Q52 Perth 19 Apr 44 Koggala 20 Apr 44
2Q52 Koggala 20 Apr 44 Karachi 21 Apr 44
1Q54 Karachi 22 Apr 44 Koggala 23 Apr 44
1Q54 Koggala 23 Apr 44 Perth 24 Apr 44
2Q56 Perth 09 May 44 Koggala 10 May 44
2Q56 Koggala 11 May 44 Karachi 12 May 44
1Q58 Karachi 13 May 44 Koggala 14 May 44
1Q58 Koggala 14 May 44 Perth 15 May 44
2Q62 Perth 05 Jun 44 Koggala 05 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Grey, 25 hr 39 min
2Q62 Koggala 06 Jun 44 Karachi 07 Jun 44
1Q64 Karachi 08 Jun 44 Koggala 09 Jun 44
1Q64 Koggala 09 Jun 44 Perth 10 Jun 44
2Q67 Perth 28 Jun 44 Koggala 29 Jun 44
2Q67 Koggala 29 Jun 44 Karachi 30 Jun 44
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1Q69 Karachi 01 Jul 44 Koggala 02 Jul 44
1Q69 Koggala 02 Jul 44 Perth 03 Jul 44

Sydney Jul –Aug 44 CofA expired 17 Aug 44
renewal inspection at Rose Bay

2Q76 Perth 12 Aug 44 Koggala 13 Aug 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 23 hr 39 min
2Q76 Koggala 13 Aug 44 Karachi 14 Aug 44
1Q78 Karachi 14 Aug 44 Koggala 15 Aug 44
1Q78 Koggala 15 Aug 44 Perth 16 Aug 44
2Q80 Perth 28 Aug 44 Koggala 29 Aug 44
2Q80 Koggala 29 Aug 44 Karachi 30 Aug 44 Cpt H.T.Howse, 13 hr 27 min
1Q82 Karachi 30 Aug 44 Koggala 31 Aug 44 Cpt H.T.Howse, 11 hr 48 min
1Q82 Koggala 31 Aug 44 Perth 01 Sep 44 Cpt D.F.Macmaster
2Q84 Perth 16 Sep 44 Koggala 17 Sep 44
2Q84 Koggala 17 Sep 44 Karachi 18 Sep 44
1Q86 Karachi 19 Sep 44 Koggala 20 Sep 44
1Q87 Koggala 23 Sep 44 Perth 24 Sep 44
2Q88 Perth 04 Oct 44 Koggala 05 Oct 44
2Q88 Koggala 05 Oct 44 Karachi 06 Oct 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 13 hr 29 min
1Q90 Karachi 07 Oct 44 Koggala 08 Oct 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 11 hr 20 min
1Q91 Koggala 13 Oct 44 Koggala 13 Oct 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 6 hr 8 min

Returned due vibration port 
engine 

1Q92 Koggala 20 Oct 44 Perth 21 Oct 44
2Q93 Koggala 29 Oct 44 Karachi 30 Oct 44
1Q95 Karachi 01 Nov 44 Koggala 02 Nov 44
2Q94 Koggala 03 Nov 44 Karachi 04 Nov 44 Cpt.J.L.Gray, 13 hr 52 min
1Q96 Karachi 05 Nov 44 Koggala 06 Nov 44 Cpt.J.L.Gray, 13 hr 00 min
1Q96 Koggala 11 Nov 44 Perth 12 Nov 44 Cpt.J.L.Gray, 26 hr 41 min

2Q97 Perth 15 Nov 44 Koggala, 
returned to 
Perth

15 Nov 44 Captain D.F.MacMaster,
returned to Perth due incorrect 
fuel transfer causing venting

2Q97 Perth 18 Nov 44 Koggala 19 Nov 44 Mechanical problem at Koggala
2Q97 Koggala 21 Nov 44 Karachi 22 Nov 44
1Q99 Karachi 24 Nov 44 Koggala 25 Nov 44
2Q106 Koggala 12 Jan 45 Karachi 13 Jan 45
1Q108 Karachi 14 Jan 45 Koggala 15 Jan 45
1Q109 Koggala 25 Jan 45 Perth 26 Jan 45
2Q109 Perth 01 Feb 45 Cocos 02 Feb 45 Captain R.J.Richie, brought 

engine parts and 2 engineers to 
u/s G-AGID forced landing 
Cocos. 

2Q109 Cocos 02 Feb 45 Koggala 03 Feb 45 Captain O.F.Y.Thomas
2Q109 Koggala 04 Feb 45 Karachi 05 Feb 45 Captain O.F.Y.Thomas
1Q111 Karachi 06 Feb 45 Koggala 07 Feb 45
1Q111 Koggala 09 Feb 45 Perth 10 Feb 45
2Q111 Perth 15 Feb 45 Koggala 16 Feb 45
2Q111 Koggala 17 Feb 45 Karachi 18 Feb 45
1Q113 Karachi 19 Feb 45 Koggala 20 Feb 45
1Q113 Koggala 22 Feb 45 Perth 23 Feb 45
2Q113 Perth 01 Mar 45 Koggala 02 Mar 45
2Q113 Koggala 03 Mar 45 Karachi 04 Mar 45
1Q115 Karachi 05 Mar 45 Koggala 06 Mar 45
2Q114 Koggala 11 Mar 45 Karachi 12 Mar 45
1Q116 Karachi 13 Mar 45 Kogalla 14 Mar 45
1Q116 Koggala 15 Mar 45 Perth 16 Mar 45 Cpt J.W. Solly, F/O P.J.R Shields
SPECIAL Perth 28 Mar 45 Koggala 29 Mar 45
2Q117 Koggala 31 Mar 45 Karachi 01 Apr 45
1Q119 Karachi 02 Apr 45 Koggala 03 Apr 45
2Q118 Koggala 07 Apr 45 Karachi 08 Apr 45
1Q120 Karachi 09 Apr 45 Koggala 10 Apr 45
1Q121 Koggala 17 Apr 45 Perth 18 Apr 45
2Q121 Perth 26 Apr 45 Koggala 27 Apr 45
1Q123 Koggala 02 May 45 Perth 03 May 45
2Q123 Perth 11 May 45 Koggala 12 May 45
1Q125 Koggala 17 May 45 Perth 18 May 45 Cpt H.H.Ross, F/O I.C.Pierce

Perth May-Jun 45 Large sections of corroded hull 
replaced at Nedlands

2Q127 Perth 12 Jun 45 Koggala 13 Jun 45
2Q127 Koggala 14 Jun 45 Karachi 15 Jun 45
1Q129 Karachi 17 Jun 45 Koggala 17 Jun 45 Remained 3 weeks at Koggala 
1Q133 Koggala 12 Jul 45 Perth 13 Jul 45 Cpt J.W.Solly, F/O J.G.Elliot
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CofA expired 24 Jul 45, 
stored at Nedlands 

TEST FT Perth 16 Jan 46 Perth 16 Jan 46
POS FLT Perth 17 Jan 46 Beyond 

Rottnest 
Island

17 Jan 45 Scuttled in Indian Ocean

Operational Movements Record for Boeing Canada Model 28-5 PB2B-1 Catalina IVB
G-AGKS ‘Spica Star’

Service 
Number

Departed Date Arrived Date Notes

01 May 44 At Hythe preparing for entry into 
service

POS FLT Hythe 07 May 44 Pembroke 
Dock

07 May 44 Start of delivery flight to Ceylon

DEL FLT Pembroke 
Dock

07 May 44 Gibraltar 08 May 44 (No Service number quoted)

DEL FLT Gibraltar 08 May 44 Cairo 08 May 44
DEL FLT Cairo 11 May 44 Habbaniyah 11 May 44
DEL FLT Habbaniyah 11 May 44 Basra 11 May 44
DEL FLT Basra 12 May 44 Karachi 12 May 44
DEL FLT Karachi 15 May 44 Koggala 16 May 44
TEST Koggala 23 May 44 Koggala 23 May 44 Cpt L.R.Ambrose, 1hr 00 min
DEL FLT Koggala 16 May 44 Perth 17 May 44
DEL FLT Koggala 24 May 44 Perth 24 May 44 Cpt L.R.Ambrose, 26 hr 00 min
2Q61 Perth 31 May 44 Koggala 01 Jun 44 First Qantas service 
2Q61 Koggala 01 Jun 44 Karachi 02 Jun 44
1Q63 Karachi 03 Jun 44 Koggala 04 Jun 44
1Q63 Koggala 04 Jun 44 Perth 05 Jun 44

TEST Koggala 08 Jun 44 Koggala 08 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 1 hr 43 min
1Q64 Koggala 09 June 44 Koggala 09 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 17 hr 22 min 

Returned due fuel leak 
1Q64 Koggala 11 June 44 Perth 12 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 27 hr 18 min

2Q66 Perth 24 Jun 44 Koggala 25 Jun 44
2Q66 Koggala 25 Jun 44 Karachi 26 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 14 hr 44 min
1Q68 Karachi 27 Jun 44 Koggala 28 Jun 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 12 hr 8 min
1Q68 Koggala 28 Jun 44 Perth 29 Jun 44
1Q69 Koggala 02 Jul 44 Perth 03 Jul 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 25 hr 30 min
2Q71 Koggala 19 Jul 44 Karachi 19 Jul 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 12 hr 37 min
1Q73 Karachi 20 Jul 44 Koggala 21 Jul 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 11 hr 27 min
1Q74 Koggala 26 Jul 44 Perth 27 Jul 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 25 hr 43 min
2Q77 Perth 14 Aug 44 Koggala 15 Aug 44
2Q77 Koggala 15 Aug 44 Karachi 16 Aug 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 14 hr 00 min
1Q79 Karachi 17 Aug 44 Koggala 18 Aug 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 11 hr 11 min
1Q79 Koggala 18 Aug 44 Perth 19 Aug 44 Cpt.O.F.Y.Thomas, 29 hr 10 min
2Q82 Perth 08 Sep 44 Koggala 09 Sep 44
2Q82 Koggala 09 Sep 44 Karachi 10 Sep 44
1Q84 Karachi 11 Sep 44 Koggala 12 Sep 44
1Q84 Koggala 12 Sep 44 Perth 13 Sep 44
2Q86 Perth 25 Sep 44 Koggala 26 Sep 44
2Q86 Koggala 26 Sep 44 Karachi 27 Sep 44
1Q88 Karachi 28 Sep 44 Karachi 28 Sep 44 Departed and returned due 

mechanical problem
1Q88 Karachi 29 Sep 44 Koggala 30 Sep 44
1Q88 Koggala 30 Sep 44 Perth 01 Oct 44
2Q89 Perth 09 Oct 44 Koggala 10 Oct 44
2Q90 Koggala 17 Oct 44 Karachi 18 Oct 44
1Q92 Karachi 19 Oct 44 Koggala 20 Oct 44
1Q93 Koggala 22 Oct 44 Perth 23 Oct 44
2Q93 Perth 28 Oct 44 Koggala 29 Oct 44 Cpt J.L.Gray, 26 hr 13 min
1Q95 Koggala 02 Nov 44 Perth 03 Nov 44
POS FLT Perth Nov 44 Sydney Overhaul by QEA at Rose Bay 
TEST Sydney 23 Dec 44 Sydney Test flown Rose Bay on 

completion by Cpt G.U.Allen
2Q105 Perth 04 Jan 45 Koggala 05 Jan 45
2Q105 Koggala 05 Jan 45 Karachi 06 Jan 45
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1Q107 Karachi 07 Jan 45 Koggala 08 Jan 45
1Q107 Koggala 09 Jan 45 Perth 10 Jan 45
POS FLT Perth 25 Mar 45 Sydney Retired at Rose Bay.

CofA expired 1 May 1945
TEST Sydney 06 Nov 45 Sydney 06 Nov 45 Cpt. O.Denny

Sydney local “practice” and 
Rathmines return “special flight”

May 46 Towed outside Sydney Heads 
and scuttled in Tasman Sea
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